
Harry Teague Names Silver City Man “Veteran of the Month”

        

        

Washington DC – Today, Congressman Harry Teague named Armando Amador, a resident of
Silver City, “Veteran of the Month”.  Soon after Armando’s separation from service in 1972, he
began his long career fighting for veterans’ issues, starting with his effort to gain official
recognition of the secondhand Agent Orange effects on his young daughters’ and other families
of  Vietnam veterans. 

  

“As we come together this Memorial Day as a nation to remember the service of those who
sacrificed for our freedoms, I am glad to pay Armando Amador with this special recognition for
his ongoing service to veterans here in southern New Mexico,” Congressman Teague said. 
“Mr. Amador has never forgotten his fellow service members and has worked tirelessly for their
interests.” 
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Harry Teague will honor Mr. Amador this coming Memorial Day weekend with a presentationSunday at the Forgotten Veterans Memorial at Bataan Park.  Harry Teague will present Mr.Amador with a flag flown over the capitol and a certificate recognizing this honor. Interestedmedia are invited to attend.     Armando has fought for veterans’ issues for over 30 years.  He served as president of theVietnam Veterans of America (Chapter 358) and director of the State Council of VietnamVeterans of America for nearly twenty years.  In 1986, he started a Post Traumatic StressDisorder (PTSD) therapy group for the Silver City area, working to alleviate the stigma ofPTSD.  He also started a support group for veterans’ spouses.  Because southern New Mexicois geographically large and thinly populated, many veterans have difficulty accessing veterans’services.  Armando helped alleviate this problem by working to create a veterans’ center in LasCruces; he is now working to create a similar center in Silver City.     Teague has consistently advocated for New Mexico’s veterans in Washington DC.  He startedthe “Veteran of the Month” program to increase exposure for veterans’ issues, and he’s hostednumerous veterans’ roundtables, field hearings and other organized events to raiseawareness.   Just this month, the President signed the Veteran’s Caregiver’s Bill, whichincluded Teague provisions, into law and two prominent veteran groups – the Coalition for Iraqand Afghanistan Veterans and the American Tinnitus Association – honored Teague’slegislative accomplishments for veterans.                Armando Amador, Veteran of the Month           Sunday May 30th:     What: Veteran of the Month Ceremony recognizing Armando Amador  Where: The Forgotten Veterans Memorial at Bataan Park, Silver City  When: Sunday, May 30th, 2010, 3:00 PM – 3:45 PM   
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